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DAY TWO: CAMPUS COMMUNITY URGES TOLERANCE, UNDERSTANDING 
Calls for tolerance, understanding and friendship are the strongest messages making 
their way across the University of Dayton campus today in the aftermath of tragedies at the 
World Trade Center and Pentagon Tuesday. 
In classes, discussions and via e-mail, staff and faculty members are encouraging 
students and one another not only to refrain from the urge to judge or harbor ill feelings toward 
international students and others in the community, but to embrace those whose outward 
appearance alone might erroneously suggest some connection to perpetrators of Tuesday's 
terrorist attacks. 
"Do not paint all people with one brush," urges Ellen Fleischmann, an assistant 
professor of history who teaches modem Middle East history and history of the Palestine-Israel 
conflict. "I'm particularly concerned about the Muslims in America and on campus. People 
should not jump to conclusions about who the perpetrators (of the terrorist acts) are, and even 
if it turns out that the perpetrators have a Muslim connection, we need to remember that the 
vast majority of Muslims condemn in outrage the heinous acts that unfolded yesterday and that 
those acts are the work of individual fanatics." 
Kevin O'Keefe, an international student adviser and coordinator of UD's international 
services, asks for extra sensitivity toward foreign students, scholars and community members. 
"Many of these students, particularly from Middle Eastern countries, may feel as though 
they especially stand out right now and may feel nervous and fearful. The reality is that so 
many of these people are thinking the same things and feeling the same sorrow that we as 
Americans are feelings about these tragedies. 
"We should reach out verbally or nonverbally with a 'hello' or even a smile and let 
international students and members of the community know that they continue to be welcome 
and valued here in Dayton and the United States." 
Fleischmann, who lived for a total of four years in the Palestinian West Bank during the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, said Americans need to take a step further by working to 
understand the mentality behind the tragedy. 
"If we ever want to feel safe in the world community, it's important for us in the long run 
to understand why these acts were perpetrated," Fleischmann said. "Rather than simply 
expressing blind hatred or striking out, we need to get to the root of the problem and 
understand why feelings of hatred are directed toward the United States or to the West in 
general. We need to put that information into political and historical perspective and use it to 
then calibrate our response and help change things for the future." 
For media interviews, call Ellen Fleischmann at (937) 229-3046 or Kevin O'Keefe at 
(937) 229-2770. -over-
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THE AFTERMATH: COMING TO TERMS WITH EMOTIONS 
How should Americans deal with the crush of emotions they're feeling as a result of the 
terrorist attacks? It depends on the individual, said one expert at the University of Dayton, but 
reaching out to loved ones is a good place to start. 
"Many Americans are over the shock and are feeling everything from rage and 
frustration to grief and vulnerability," said Tom Rueth, who chairs the UD's department for 
counselor education and human services. "These feelings have to be processed in a healthy way, 
and what better way than by spending time with those closest to you?" 
Rueth also said it will especially be important for young people to discuss the attack. 
"For younger Americans this will represent what the Pearl Harbor attack, the JFK assassination 
and the Challenger explosion meant to older generations. They need to make sense out of this, 
to find some sort of meaning- if possible." 
On the practical side, people can give blood, send donations, write letters to victims and 
their families and pray to help ease the pain evoked by the terrorist attacks, Rueth said. 
"Taking some sort of measure will decrease our feelings of helplessness and make us feel more 
hopeful about our fellow human beings." 
For media interviews, contact Tom Rueth at home (937) 434-2558, at work (937) 229-
. 3688 or via e-mail at rueth@udayton.edu 
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